CHAPTER IX
MASTER AND SERVANT
(1678-1679)
DANBY, humouring the King and compromising himself
deeply in his service, nevertheless had pursued his own
policy, and by 1678 he reached the culmination of his power.
He had effected in 1677, to the immense disgust of Louis, the
marriage between William of Orange and the Duke of York's
elder daughter, Mary. This event, so potent in our history
and in that of Europe, was to Danby only a feature in his
anti-French policy. Since 1674 Holland, Prussia, the Empire,
and Spain had all been ranged against Louis. Vast as were
his resources, the weight of so many opponents began to tell.
The appearance of England in the anti-French coalition
seemed likely to turn the scale decisively against France.
Charles continued to press peace and moderation on Louis,
and marketed his remaining hesitations at the highest
price. There is no doubt that, had the King now followed
Danby's advice wholeheartedly, he could have brought an
almost united nation, restored and revived by a breathing-
spell, into war against France. He would have had much
popular support and large supplies from Parliament. We
came, in fact, to the very verge at the beginning of
1678.
During his three years in England Churchill had gained
repute in the diplomatic work upon which, without losing
his military status, he was increasingly employed. When
the foreign crisis arose on the morrow of his marriage he was
deemed equally apt for diplomacy or war. The alliance with
Holland and the raising of the English Army to thirty
thousand men opened important prospects in both spheres.
On February 18,1678, he was gazetted Colonel of one of the
new regiments of foot. In March he was summoned from
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